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Human Rights Council 

Geneva, 18 September 2013 

Provisional agenda items 3 and 5 

Statement by Mr. Legborsi Saro Pyagbara 

on behalf of the 

Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations 

Mister President, Excellency (ies), Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for 

Indigenous Populations, I thank you for this opportunity to address the twenty-fourth session 

of the Human Rights Council. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the five 

beneficiaries of the Fund accompanying us during this session. 

The Voluntary Fund was created in 1985 as a response to the needs of indigenous 

peoples to participate and represent their communities and organizations in the UN work on 

indigenous peoples. It goes without saying that the direct and active participation of 

indigenous representatives in these instances has a far reaching impact on the promotion 

and protection of indigenous peoples' rights. Their direct participation in UN mechanisms 

can make a strong contribution to the realization of their human rights. 

Since its establishment, the mandate of the Fund has been expanded five times and 

currently assists representatives of indigenous peoples' organizations and communities to 

participate in the sessions of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Expert 

Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Human Rights Council and its 

Universal Periodic Review, and of human rights treaty bodies. In 2012, the mandate of the 

Fund was expanded to include support for indigenous peoples to participate in the World 

Conference on Indigenous Peoples, to be held in 2014. 

Over the years, the Fund has enabled approximately 1,600 indigenous 

representatives to participate in UN processes and mechanisms. We are proud that the 

Fund contributed to bring the voices of the most poor and vulnerable communities in the 

world to the attention of the international community, enhancing at the same time their 

capacity to advocate for indigenous peoples' rights worldwide. Without the assistance of the 

Fund, many Indigenous Peoples would be unable to participate in UN meetings addressing 

issues crucial to their daily lives. 
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Now let me give you an update on the allocation of grants in 2013. So far the Board 

of Trustees awarded seventy (70) grants for indigenous peoples' representatives to attend 

the sessions of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Expert Mechanism on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Human Rights Council and its Universal Periodic Review, 

the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Committee on the Elimination 

of Racial Discrimination, the Human Rights Committee and the Committee on the 

Elimination of Discrimination against Women. We are very pleased to contribute to the 

increased participation of indigenous peoples in the sessions of the human rights 

mechanisms, thereby contributing towards ensuring that the voices and concerns of 

indigenous peoples are heard at the UN and contributing to increased international 

awareness of the rights, status, and conditions of indigenous peoples worldwide. 

Mister President, Excellency (ies), Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you know, the work of the Fund is supported by means of voluntary contributions. 

Governments, non-governmental organizations and other private or public entities can 

contribute to the Fund. In this regard, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, I would like to 

express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to the governments of Argentina, Australia, 

Chile, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, Germany, the Holy See, Mexico, Nonway, Peru, Saudi 

Arabia, Spain, Sweden and Turkey for their generous contributions to the Fund in 2012 and 

2013. 

As of August 2013, the Fund has received approximately US$ 312,600, which may 

sound like a substantial amount, but it actually falls clearly below the actual needs of the 

Fund. The increasing demands for financial support due to the expansion of the mandate of 

the Fund to cover new human rights mechanisms and the 2014 World Conference on 

Indigenous Peoples require substantial additional funding. The truth is that the uncertainty 

about contributions has impacted the delivery of our mandate, what has been directly felt by 

indigenous peoples, who are among the most marginalized and disadvantaged peoples 

across the globe. 

With regards to the role of the Voluntary Fund in supporting participation of 

indigenous peoples in the World Conference, it is important to note that the Fund is the only 

UN mechanism with a mandate to support the participation of indigenous peoples in the 

World Conference. I would like to urge States to act before the end of the year and 

financially commit to support the full and equal participation of indigenous peoples at the 

World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. 

I would like to conclude by saying that in order to successfully advance the rights of 

indigenous peoples, as enshrined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
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Peoples, we must ensure the continued participation of those most directly affected. The 

Fund plays an essential role in that sense. In order to respond to increasing demands and to 

operate and fulfil its mandate in a satisfactory manner, it is imperative that the Fund receives 

sustained and increasing support from governments and other donors. Therefore, on behalf 

of the Board of Trustees, I would like to appeal all Governments to consider supporting the 

very important work of the Fund. 

I thank you. 


